Making a difference globally
The five pillars of our new strategy,
launched in March 2014, have been
developed over the past year and
already provide the framework for
our research and policy advice:
#1 Leave no-one behind
#2 B
 uilding sustainable futures
#3 S aving lives, reducing vulnerability
#4 Effective institutions, engaged
citizens
#5 Transformative growth
The following pages provide a ‘snapshot’
of the cumulative impact of ODI’s
work over 2013–2014, building on
a combination of research, advice,
convening and communication.

A look at some key moments
across 2013–2014:

Strategic priority #1

APRIL 2013

Leave no-one behind
Eradicating absolute poverty and
equalising opportunity
ODI has reinforced the need to
include the most marginalised people
in the development framework
that will succeed the MDGs. We
have pushed for the monitoring of
outcomes for people, rather than the
number of people reached, proposing
new indicators on governance and
gender and the effective use of data
to support social protection.

Wilton Park conference for the UN
Secretary-General’s Advisor on the
post-2015 development framework,
attracting governments, businesses
and NGOs. Our global links in post2015 processes were strengthened
by simultaneous events in Bogota,
Dhaka, London and Nairobi in June
2013 to mark the launch of the UN
High-Level Panel report.

At global level, the MY World survey
– brainchild of ODI and the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) – is now the largest global
survey in history, with 2 million
people voting for future development
priorities. The survey has informed
recommendations from the HighLevel Panel on the post-2015 goals
led by David Cameron and the
Presidents of Indonesia and Liberia,
and there are plans for a similar
survey to monitor these new goals.

At local level, research on social
exclusion in Ethiopia, Nepal, Viet
Nam and Uganda looked beyond
national averages to outline how
social norms can prevent the inclusion
of adolescent girls in society, stim
ulating policy engagement in all four
countries. It informed our ‘Leave no
girl behind’ event in October 2013,
which argued for a post-2015 gender
goal and indicators, including the
age at which women first give birth.
The findings were shared with Justine
Greening, Secretary of State for
International Development, at the
Committee on the Status of Women
held in New York in March 2014.

We presented research to the UN
Open Working Group on the need to
include climate change and disasters
in the future goals and organised a

Other contributions to gender
debates included the book Gender
and social protection: beyond
mothers and safety nets.

Our publication on the
accountability of the G20
development agenda is the
only paper cited in the Saint
Petersburg G20 Accountability
Report on Development
Commitments.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-apr1

A virtual issue of Disasters on
resilience is downloaded more
than 9,400 times.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-apr2

MAY 2013

Our report on the need to
invest in young people as part
of the post-2015 development
framework is launched at
an event that attracted as
many online participants as
participants attending in person:
200 in all.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-may
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JUNE 2013

Strategic priority #2

We coordinate a global response
to the launch of the UN High-Level
Panel report on the post-2015
development framework, with
simultaneous panel discussions
in Bogota, Dhaka, London and
Nairobi ensuring that developingworld perspectives on the report
are heard.

Building sustainable futures
Promoting effective action on climate
change and managing resources
sustainably

www.odi.org/AR13-14-jun1

ODI’s research locked together
expertise on climate adaptation, green
growth, climate finance and sustainable resource management. Our new
evidence on the Geography of poverty
and disasters, developed with the
Met Office and Risk Management
Solutions, explored how climate change
could increase global poverty by 2030,
mapping out the countries at risk.

We are invited to provide an
independent commentary on
the G8 Accountability Report
in advance of the Lough Erne
G8 summit.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-jun2

JULY 2013
US ELECTIONS 2012

=

Our report Time to change the
game: fossil-fuel subsidies and
climate exposed the massive subsidies
received by fossil-fuel producers, in
contrast to the financing for climate
change responses. World Bank,
Iranian and Bangladeshi government
negotiators used our research and interactive game at the Warsaw Climate
Change Summit in November and the
UK Government is now looking to
include subsidy reform in its climate
support to developing countries.

NIGER
GDP

US$ 6BN

We launch our infographics
on ‘Ten things to know about
democracy and elections’, which
is featured in World Bank and
UNDP blogs and is downloaded
more than 5,000 times.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-jul1

A special issue of Development
Policy Review on transparency
and accountability initiatives is
downloaded almost 6,000 times.

Our Climate Funds Update platform,
the premier resource on climate
finance, had more than 34,000

individual visitors over the year and
informed our road-map for climate
finance to 2015.
ODI’s work on land transparency
informed the June 2013 G8
discussions at Lough Erne. And in
December, we outlined the impact
of biofuels on food security to
German Members of the European
Parliament and media in the run-up
to a European Parliamentary vote
on biofuel mandates.
We also carried out case studies in
Malawi, Tanzania and Sierra Leone,
developing an approach to help
donors screen the potential risks to
the delivery of water, sanitation and
hygiene in the face of climate change
– an approach that is influencing
UK Department for International
Development (DFID) programmes
in a number of countries. Our analysis
of poor people’s access to water and
sanitation for health and livelihoods
led to advisory work for UN-Water
on a post-2015 water goal.
In January 2014, Future diets explored
changing diets, new health challenges
and agricultural pressures, becoming
the most cited report in our history.

www.odi.org/AR13-14/jul2

>
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AUGUST 2013

Strategic priority #3

Saving lives, reducing vulnerability
Protecting people threatened by
conflict, disasters and insecurity
ODI convenes and collaborates to
respond to an ever-changing humanitarian landscape.
At global level, the ODI-hosted
Budget Strengthening Initiative (BSI)
continued to provide research and
advice to the g7+ group of fragile
and conflict-affected countries,
which achieved notable successes:
the inclusion of its demands in the
UN High-Level Panel report on the
post-2015 agenda and its ‘institutionalisation’ by the World Bank as the
main platform for such countries.
ODI has continued to influence the
debate on the humanitarian landscape
by highlighting the role of rising
global players and the implications
for the ‘traditional’ humanitarian
system. A roundtable in Jakarta in
March 2013 with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and a conference in Istanbul in
October, organised with Wilton Park
and the International Committee of
the Red Cross, explored these issues
in depth. In January 2014 we hosted
10   Annual Report 2013 – 2014

Our briefing paper on the end
of cheap rice prices captures
the attention of the media –
particularly in Australia – with
its analysis of rice prices that
have more than doubled since
2000. The paper calls for social
protection policies to guard
against price shocks, but points
out that the rise in rice prices
presents an opportunity for
African farmers, in particular.

a conference in Amman with the
Humanitarian Forum, the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UN OCHA), the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation and the Jordan
Hashemite Charity to discuss ways to
improve humanitarian action in the
Middle East.
At national level, ODI is the only major
think tank talking to armed non-state
actors about humanitarian assistance.
Our case study on Al-Shabaab, in
partnership with the Heritage Institute
for Policy Studies (Somalia’s first
independent think tank) influenced the
UN Secretary-General’s report on protecting civilians in armed conflict and
sparked debate on how counter-terror
laws hamper aid agency negotiations
with such groups.

www.odi.org/AR13-14/aug

SEPTEMBER 2013

The Mwananchi project
comes to an end. Five years
of deep country engagement
has built coalitions for social
accountability in Ethiopia, Ghana,
Malawi, Sierra Leone, Uganda
and Zambia. The final evaluation
finds that the work of Mwananchi
grantees has empowered
citizens to play a more effective
role in local governance.

ODI has also stressed the need for
a long-term reconciliation process
in South Sudan. An opinion piece
questioning the technocratic nature
of aid to the country was syndicated
worldwide, while our roundtables in
London and in South Sudan generated
frank discussions on the growing crisis.
We have advised the UK Parliament,
donors and humanitarian organisations on possible responses.

www.mwananchi-africa.org

>

OCTOBER 2013
Governance for development
in Africa, based on the work
of the multi-year Africa Power
and Politics Programme, sparks
debate with its argument that
the right approach to governance
for development is ‘best fit’, not
‘best practice’. This requires a
commitment to work with the
grain of the context, build on
existing institutional approaches
and shift from direct support
to the facilitation of local
problem-solving.
 w ww.zedbooks.co.uk/hardback/
governance-for-development-inafrica

NOVEMBER 2013
A wider lens on the Syrian crisis

ODI has applied an international
and regional lens to the continuing
tragedy of the Syrian conflict over the
past year, with a cross-cutting body
of work to support the humanitarian
response. Starting with an analysis
of the scope for discussion with
humanitarian officials linked to
warring factions in Syria, ODI has
also exerted direct influence on the
UN with its research on resilience
and on tracking aid flows for the
region-wide Syria response, and
has worked with UN OCHA and
others to examine how the private
sector in Jordan could support the
refugee response.

Time to change the game
Fossil fuel subsidies and climate

Shelagh Whitley

November 2013

Our lead-in to the Warsaw
Climate Summit includes a report
on fossil-fuel subsidies, and we
are asked to provide evidence
on such subsidies to the UK
Environment Audit Committee.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-nov

>

We have explored the impact on and
the role of Lebanon and Jordan, the
countries that host the majority of
Syrian refugees, by convening the
December 2013 high-level conference
in Beirut on education for refugees
with the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, the UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization
and other partners. Our research,
commissioned by Gordon Brown, the
UN’s Special Envoy on Education, set
out a detailed strategy for getting the
over 1 million Syrian refugee children
now out of school in Lebanon
back into the classroom. The UN
and DFID have taken the strategy
on board under their ‘No lost
generation’ initiative.
Annual Report 2013 – 2014   11  

DECEMBER 2013

Strategic priority #4

Effective institutions,
engaged citizens
Building accountable and
inclusive institutions
ODI pioneers new thinking on public
institutions, emphasising their results
rather than their formal structures.
The aim: to promote what works,
so public institutions gain the trust
of the citizens they serve.
Over the past year, ODI has analysed
how aid can enhance the delivery of
public services, drawing on aid programmes in Sierra Leone, Tanzania
and Uganda that have addressed
governance constraints. The report
Unblocking results listed six practical
lessons, from seizing windows of opportunity to responding to changing
circumstances, while our study of
medicine shortages in Malawi has
been adopted by DFID Malawi to
inform future programming.
Public services were highlighted in
February 2014 at a conference organised with the World Bank to mark
the 10th anniversary of the World
Development Report 2004: Making
Services Work for Poor People. While
celebrating the influence of the report
12   Annual Report 2013 – 2014

ODI works with the Heritage
Institute for Policy Studies –
Somalia’s first independent think
tank – to interview members
of Al-Shabaab, as well as NGO
staff, about what really happened
during the 2011 famine in the
Horn of Africa. This builds on
our work around humanitarian
dialogue with armed non-state
groups, including the Sudan
People’s Liberation MovementNorth and armed opposition
groups in Darfur, as well as aid
workers and diplomats, to assess
the challenges of negotiating
access to people affected
by conflict.

on development thinking and practice, the conference highlighted how
far the world has to go before every
citizen has access to good quality
basic services. The conference was
commended for its discussions and
communication outreach, including
interviews with the authors of the
2004 report.
ODI’s work on public financial
governance included partnership
with the Government of Nepal on
a review of its public financial management reforms, focusing on their
prioritisation and sequencing. The
review has shifted the emphasis from
technical processes to non-technical
factors – including institutions and
politics – that shape results.

www.odi.org/AR13-14-dec

JANUARY 2014

Scrutiny of institutions that should
link citizens to the state included
analysis on why elections matter. Our
infographics on ‘Ten things to know
about democracy and elections’ have
been downloaded more than 5,000
times, appearing on UNDP and
World Bank blogs.

Our report Future diets becomes
the most cited ODI output ever.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-jan

>

FEBRUARY 2014
A major ODI conference in
partnership with the World Bank
marks the tenth anniversary
of the ground-breaking World
Development Report 2004:
Making Services Work for Poor
People, attracting high-profile
speakers.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-feb1

ODI advises the UK House
of Commons International
Development Committee on
the new challenges facing
UK development finance.
www.odi.org/AR13-14-feb2

MARCH 2014

Almost two million votes have
been cast worldwide to date
via the MY World global survey,
providing a unique picture
of what people in different
countries see as the priorities
for government action. The
organisers mount a global
push in March to generate an
additional 500,000 votes for
the survey – originally devised
by ODI and UNDP.
myworld2015.org

Strategic priority #5

Transformative growth
Increasing productivity and creating
jobs through transformative growth
ODI informs global and national
debates on growth, trade and investment, sparking high-level debate and
solid country engagement.
Our April 2013 assessment of the
G20’s development work, commissioned by the Commonwealth
Secretariat, was the only paper
cited in the Saint Petersburg
G20 Accountability Report on
Development Commitments.

Commonwealth Secretariat at the 4th
Global AfT Review. As well as papers
on AfT and global value chains for
the African and Asian Development
Banks, we coordinated blogs from the
EU, World Trade Organization (WTO)
and OECD and produced the definitive
book on this issue, Assessing Aid for
Trade, featuring a chapter co-authored
by Nobel-prize winner Joseph Stiglitz.

Our analysis for the Growth Research
Programme run by DFID and the
Economic and Social Research
Council (DEGRP) on financial sector
development and the garment industry
generated dialogue with bankers in
Ghana and ministers in Bangladesh.

Our July report Impact investing and
beyond drew on a pilot study funded
by the Shell Foundation on support to
social enterprises in emerging markets,
where lack of data hampers investment, paving the way for an annual
survey to close this data gap. With our
partners, we convened workshops in
Hanoi and Nairobi on social enterprise
investment in health and agriculture,
bringing together business schools,
investors, fund managers and social
entrepreneurs – new allies for ODI.

In July we hosted the roundtable to
launch the 2013 World Investment
Report, Global Value Chains,
with the Secretary General of the
UN Conference on Trade and
Development, and influenced debate
on Aid for Trade (AfT) effectiveness via a panel session with the

Our relationship with the UK Foreign
and Commonwealth Office was
strengthened by our December 2013
presentation on policy developments
in Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa (BRICS) to representatives from their embassies and
financial and business communities.
Annual Report 2013 – 2014   13  

Our global reach

JAMAICA
ODI works with the
University of the West
Indies in Kingston to
explore how developing
countries – particularly
small states – can enhance
competitiveness by moving
up global value chains (the
activities needed to bring
a product from conception
to distribution).

ODI’s work spans the globe.
The past year has seen us working
in partnership with governments,
researchers and civil society, and
hosting launch events and debates
in a range of countries.
Our work in developing countries has
ranged from intensive policy support on
such issues as trade, poverty reduction
and public services and the strengthening of budget processes, as well as
the exploration of the role of the private
sector in development. Our ODI Fellows
have worked with the governments
of every developing region, sharing
– and expanding – their economic
expertise. We have also shared our
research analysis and policy advice at
the regional and global level, with the
EU and the UN, among others, and in
a range of industrialised countries.
This map highlights a small selection
of our work to illustrate our global
reach, and shows where our ODI
Fellows have worked with and for
governments over the past year.

SIERRA LEONE
With ODI support,
the Secure Livelihoods
Research Consortium
produces a report on
whether current efforts to
build government capacity
to prevent undernutrition
are ‘fit for purpose’.

UNITED STATES
ODI marks the tenth
anniversary of the World
Development Report 2004:
Making Services Work for
Poor People with a major
conference in Washington,
DC, co-hosted with the
World Bank.

ODI engagement
ODI Fellowship Scheme posting
For a full list of country postings
visit www.odi.org/fellowship-scheme
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BELGIUM
Our policy recommend
ations on the need for
greater EU support
for social insurance in
developing countries are
presented to the European
Parliament’s Committee
on Development, triggering
lively debate.

UGANDA
ODI and Kampala-based
Advocates Coalition
for Development and
Environment complete
the country’s first national
study on climate finance,
and we work with the
Government to create a
budget information website
to share information on
the use of public funds.

DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO
One of two countries, the
other being South Sudan,
where ODI is reviewing
Tearfund’s water, sanitation
and hygiene programming.

ETHIOPIA
A partnership with the
Ministry of Water, Energy
and Irrigation is identifying
‘pinch points’ for water
resources and developing
an investment road-map.

VIET NAM
Our work on agribusiness
in the central Mekong
Delta explores how
Australia’s DFAT can
use its investment in the
Cao Lanh bridge as an
opportunity to maximise
trading opportunities for
low-income households.

BANGLADESH
ODI supports the February
2014 policy dialogue
on manufacturing and
agriculture under the
DFID and ESRC Growth
Research Programme
(DEGRP), where ministers
and opposition politicians
share a platform for the
first time since elections
in January.

TANZANIA
Work on behalf of the
Ministry of Land sets
out the process needed
for a land transparency
initiative – a focus for
the G8 – and is dubbed
the ‘gold standard’ for
transparency partnerships
at country level.

MALAWI
Research conducted
with local authorities,
civil society and donors
highlights the barriers to
the delivery of improved
public services, linking
to the need for broader
public‑sector reform.

PHILIPPINES
ODI researchers visit areas
hit by Typhoon Haiyan
to explore the role played
by the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in the emergency
response, resulting in
crucial advice for ASEAN’s
humanitarian wing.

MYANMAR
We worked with the
Mandalay Region Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
and the Union of Myanmar
Travel Association to
find ways to improve the
quantity and quality of
workforce skills under
the Business Exchange
Programme, funded by
Australia’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT).

INDONESIA
ODI is a key player in
the Australia-Indonesia
Knowledge Sector Initiative
– an ambitious project
to improve development
policy and practice in
the world.

SOLOMON ISLANDS
ODI provides a package of
research and policy advice
on trade negotiation for
the Government, as well
as training for government
personnel.
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ODI hosts or coordinates a wide range of networks,
partnerships and flagship projects. Here we showcase
a small selection of their highlights from the past year.

In focus

BetterEvaluation
ODI is a founding partner
of BetterEvaluation, an
international collaboration
to improve evaluation
practice and theory by
sharing information about
evaluation options and
approaches. This global
network of individuals and
organisations documents
and analyses good practice
in evaluation, as well as
providing advice on evaluation challenges. Launched
in 2012, BetterEvaluation
is now the ‘go to’ place for
information and advice
on evaluation, and its
website – with its step-bystep guidance on the best
evaluation options – has
been visited by 250,000
people from 228 countries
over the past year.
betterevaluation.org

Climate and
Development Knowledge
Network (CDKN)
ODI continues to consolidate the findings and
analysis of CDKN, which
aims to supports decision-makers to design and
deliver climate-compatible
development. Keen interest
from the global South is
reflected in visits to the
CDKN website, almost
half of which (46%)
come from developing
countries. The past year
has seen CDKN bringing
the findings of the Fifth
Assessment Report by the
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change to
policy-makers in developing regions. It has also seen
CDKN’s twitter following
expand to 5,000 and its
online debates attracting
more than 500 participants on a regular basis.
cdkn.org
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Development Progress
ODI hosts the
Development Progress
project, a hub for ideas,
debate and resources on
how the world is doing
– and what works – on
international development goals. Over the
past year, Development
Progress work has been
presented at events across
five continents, from
the EU Development
Days in Brussels to the
Health Systems in Asia
conference in Singapore.
The project, funded by
the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, embarked
on case studies on what
drives national progress in
specific areas, with the first
study focusing on maternal
mortality in Nepal.
developmentprogress.org

Humanitarian Practice
Network (HPN)
HPN, hosted by ODI,
is a unique independent
forum that enables the
humanitarian sector to
share and learn from
information, analysis and
experience. Over the past
year, HPN’s focus on what
works to prevent and
respond to gender-based
violence in emergencies
has included a network
paper and an issue of
Humanitarian Exchange
magazine. The analysis
has filled a key knowledge
gap, and was presented in
February 2014 at one of
ODI’s most popular events
to date, with 400 people
registered to watch the live
stream of the event online.
odihpn.org

MY World
ODI is a founding partner
of the MY World survey,
alongside UNDP. The
survey, which allows
people to have a direct
say in shaping a better
world, received 1.5 million
responses by September
2013. To mark this milestone, a major exhibition
was held at the UN during
the UN General Assembly.
Visitors included Gordon
Brown, UN Special Envoy
on Global Education, and
Queen Rania of Jordan.
Almost two million responses to the MY World
survey had been received
by March 2014, more
than 80% of them from
developing countries.
myworld2015.org

Secure Livelihoods
Research Consortium
(SLRC)

ODI hosts or coordinates many other development
partnerships, networks and flagship projects:

ODI hosts the SLRC,
a six-year global research
programme that explores
livelihoods, basic services
and social protection in
conflict-affected countries,
with funding from DFID,
Irish Aid and the European
Commission. During its
second year of operations
the SLRC contributed to
global debates on these
issues and conducted
several successful SLRC
panels at global conferences, including the
Third World Conference
on Human Security in
Istanbul in October 2013.
The work of SLRC was
cited in the 2014 Fragile
States Report: Domestic
Revenue Mobilisation
by the OECD.

•• The Active Learning
Network for Accountability and Performance
in Humanitarian Action
(ALNAP) aims to improve
the accountability and
performance of humanitarian action.

securelivelihoods.org

alnap.org

•• The Budget Strengthening
Initiative supports fragile
and conflict-affected
states to build more
effective, accountable
and transparent
budgets.
budgetstrengthening.org

•• The Chronic Poverty
Advisory Network (CPAN),
which has partners in
15 countries, aims to
ensure that those who
are chronically poor
are not overlooked by
policy-makers. CPAN
launched its third
Chronic Poverty Report
in March 2014.
chronicpovertynetwork.org

•• The European
Development Cooperation
Strengthening Programme
(EDCSP), based at
ODI, is the UK’s
prime resource on
institutional and
policy change for
EU development
cooperation.
international-development.eu
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The ODI Fellowship Scheme

Robin Sherbourne
Head of the ODI Fellowship Scheme

THREE MAJOR
MILESTONES

1
Record number of Fellows
posted in the field

2
Introduction of new
statistics stream

3
50th anniversary and an
emerging alumni organisation
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the past year has seen three major
milestones for the ODI Fellowship
Scheme. First, the posting of a record
number of Fellows to the field – 57
in all. Second, the expansion of the
services provided by our Fellows,
with statisticians taking their place
alongside the economists who have
formed the basis of the Scheme for
decades. And third, the 50th anniversary of the Scheme and the first
steps towards the establishment of
a fully-fledged alumni organisation.
The Scheme provides developing-country governments with
highly-qualified and motivated
postgraduate economists and statisticians, with the governments and ODI
sharing the costs of each two-year
placement. In doing so, it helps to fill
gaps in local expertise, while providing invaluable and practical work experience for the Fellows themselves.
There are now 102 Fellows in post,
working for 24 country governments
and regional bodies. The Scheme also

established itself in one new country
in 2013–2014 – Djibouti – and
discussions with several other new
countries should see them come on
board in the coming years as the
demand for ODI Fellows continues
to grow.
The 50th anniversary of the
Fellowship Scheme was not only
a chance to improve the marketing
of the Scheme, it also saw us take the
first steps towards establishing a full
alumni programme for the more than
1,000 economists who have worked
as Fellows in more than 40 countries
since 1963. This alumni initiative
will become a tremendous resource
for the Scheme, for ODI, and for
the wider development community,
given the wealth of expertise and
first-hand knowledge represented
by this unique group of people.
The four Fellows who share their
experiences here will only add to that
pool of knowledge and expertise.

‘Working in a new Fellowship country is a
unique experience. Instead of stepping into
a well-established position where the Scheme
has built a reputation, a Fellow in a new
country has to shape their job description
together with the ministry in order to ensure
the post responds to the country’s needs
and expectations. It is exciting to feel like
a pioneer and it has been a very rewarding
experience so far.’
Shoghi Emerson and Marta Dormal
ODI Fellows in Djibouti

‘I decided to recruit ODI Fellows into the
Ministry of Economy and Finance of Djibouti
to draw on their specialist technical skills, but
mainly to benefit from a fresh new outlook
on the challenges facing the country. As the
first Fellows to come to Djibouti, Shoghi and
Marta have adapted quickly and integrated
well into my teams. They have brought real
value-added to top-priority dossiers that were
instrumental in important successes. As a
result, I hope our partnership with the ODI
Fellowship Scheme will continue over the
coming years.’
H.E. Ilyas Moussa Dawaleh
Minister of Economy and Finance of Djibouti

‘I am an economist with the Nigeria Sovereign
Investment Authority (NSIA), which manages
the country’s Sovereign Wealth Funds (SWF).
I’m part of an investment team focused
on creating a ‘best in class’ SWF. I track
international financial markets, Nigeria’s
macro position, and support portfolio
managers on infrastructure projects while
performing certain portfolio management
functions. The work is intense, fast-paced
and rewarding, making for a fascinating
ODI Fellowship.’

‘My ODI placement is within a Research
Unit in the National Treasury of South Africa
within which I am applying key aspects of
my training from Hong Kong, Oxford and the
WTO in trade and development macro in a
real policy context. I have found the exposure
to the challenges of policy development
in another BRICS country immensely
rewarding and humbling, in that it enriches
my perspective on development and inspires
me to help shape future policies in my home
country of China.

Tom Northover
ODI Fellow, Nigeria

Isabel Yang
ODI Fellow in South Africa

‘The work at NSIA is very broad, with our
Future Generations Fund taking global
exposure across financial markets, whilst
requiring great depth, as we develop projects
for investment in Nigerian infrastructure.
Our team must fulfill multiple functions with
precision and our ODI Fellow has proved a
fantastic resource. It is clear why demand is
high for Fellows and we are so appreciative
to be a partner.’
Hanspeter Ackermann
Executive Director & Chief Investment Officer,
NSIA

For more information about the ODI
Fellowship Scheme – including a full
list of current country postings, partner
ministries and alumni; information about
the recruitment and selection process; and
a downloadable brochure – please visit
www.odi.org/fellowship-scheme
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Right place, right time, right audience

Ishbel Matheson
Director of Communications

we make our work count through
smart communication and convening,
ensuring that our high-quality research
is propelled into the policy arena to
shape key debates. Our commitment
to make our research as widely available as possible is as strong as ever: our
publications are free to download and
our events are live-streamed.

Similarly, our report Time to change
the game on the global scale of
fossil-fuel subsidies was published
just ahead of the UN Climate
conference in Warsaw in November
2013. Its findings were discussed at
the meeting and attracted widespread
media coverage.

ODI uses a growing range of channels to ensure our messages reach the
right people in a way that works for
them. The past year has seen us reach
audiences worldwide, via a combination of digitally-savvy outputs, online
access and media dissemination.

ODI is expanding its use of infographics to illuminate key facts on
often complex topics. Over the past
year, they have captured issues as
diverse as chronic poverty and how
to create climate-friendly policy.

Seizing the moment
We launch our research when it will
have the biggest influence. Our Future
diets report was published in early
January 2014, for example, just as
many people were embarking on a
healthier diet. The main findings –
that the developing world is getting
fatter, faster than the developed world
– have been cited worldwide, from
the Solomon Islands to Zimbabwe.
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Diverse channels for messages

Similarly, digital channels like twitter
and Facebook ‘headline’ research,
while video and photography bolster
our visual communications. The
Development Progress project, hosted
by ODI, is working with amateur
photographers in the developing
world to illustrate the reality of their
lives. And in early 2014, ODI hosted
the ‘Turning towards justice’ exhibition on challenges to justice in Sierra
Leone.

The past year has also seen the
growth of multimedia packages
tailored to our audiences. One prime
example was the multimedia package
around the UN Climate conference in
Warsaw, which included infographics, opinion pieces, audio interviews,
a briefing paper, two research reports
and four public events (including
a side-event at the Summit itself).

Convening: from high-level to
online participation
ODI convenes debates on development issues around the world as
well as in London. The numbers of
people accessing our events online is
growing, and we regularly attract full
houses for our events. The November
CAPE conference on budgeting and
public finance, for example, attracted
180 online participants, as well
as 100 attendees, including global
opinion formers. The conference
was addressed by Antoinette Sayeh,
Director of the Africa Division at
the International Monetary Fund,
and Mozambique’s former Prime
Minister, Luisa Diogo.

